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How to use this devotional 

 

This devotional booklet of scripture and photos of Christmas at Central is 

made to enrich your prayer and devotional life during the season of Advent 

and Christmas.  

 

Photos in this devotional have been taken at Central Lutheran, mostly from 

past years during the Season of Advent and Christmas of our beloved 

traditions in those sacred seasons. They have been selected to remind 

ourselves of the sacred spaces within Central Lutheran that hold deep meaning 

for members and friends of Central. This is particularly created for those who, 

for various reasons, are not able to be physically at Central regularly. This 

booklet therefore brings some of the visuals of Central at Advent and 

Christmas to you.  

 

Each photo has below it a short passage of Scripture and we invite you to look 

at the picture and then read the verse. After reading the verse, look back at the 

picture and meditate upon it. Every verse and photo has been selected to aid 

us all as we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child at Christmas and to 

resound with all the angels in joy shouting, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” May that joy enter 

into your hearts this day as you use this devotional to God’s glory.  

 

Advent and Christmas Peace to every one of you!  
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Nov. 30 (Sunday) 

 

 
 

 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders, and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Great will be his authority, and there shall be 

endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. Isaiah 9:6-7 
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Dec. 1 (Monday) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Rev. 22:20 
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Dec. 2 (Tuesday) 

 

 
 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light and in him there is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5 
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Dec. 3 (Wednesday) 

 

 
 

 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 

his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord. Isa. 11:1-2 
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Dec. 4 (Thursday) 

 

 
 

A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  

Isa. 40:3-5 
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Dec. 5 (Friday) 

 

 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, 

your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from 

Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut 

off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from 

sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. Zechariah 9:9-10 
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Dec. 6 (Saturday) 

 

 
 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go 

before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give his people knowledge of salvation 

by the forgiveness of their sins. Because of the tender mercy of our God, the 

dawn from on high will break upon us, to shine upon those who sit in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  

                                                                                                     Luke 1:76-79 
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Dec. 7 (Sunday) 

 

 
 

If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 

we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:6-7 
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Dec. 8 (Monday) 

 

 
 
 

And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is 

love. 1 Cor. 13:13 
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Dec. 9 (Tuesday) 

 

 
 

 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 

with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. Isa. 7:14 
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Dec. 10 (Wednesday) 

 

 
 

 

Yet I am writing you a new commandment that is true in him and in you, 

because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.  

                                                                                                    1 John 2:8 
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Dec. 11 (Thursday) 

 

 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, 

you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 

God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

                                                                                                    Luke 1:26-33 
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Dec. 12 (Friday) 

 

 
 

 

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel 

said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 

be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 

For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 

departed from her. Luke 1:34-38 
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Dec. 13 (Saturday) 

 

And Mary said, “My soul 

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior, for he 

has looked with favor on the 

lowly state of his servant. Surely 

from now on all generations will 

call me blessed, for the Mighty 

One has done great things for 

me, and holy is his name; indeed, 

his mercy is for those who fear 

him from generation to 

generation. He has shown 

strength with his arm; he has 

scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. He 

has brought down the powerful 

from their thrones and lifted up 

the lowly; he has filled the 

hungry with good things and sent 

the rich away empty. He has 

come to the aid of his child 

Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, according to the promise 

he made to our ancestors, to 

Abraham and to his descendants 

forever.” Luke 1:46-55 
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Dec. 14 (Sunday) 

 

 
 
 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed 

away; look, new things have come into being! All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and has given us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 
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Dec. 15 (Monday) 

 

 
 

 

 

But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died 

for us. Romans 5:18 
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Dec. 16 (Tuesday) 

 

 
 

 

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.  For neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything, but a new creation is 

everything! As for those who will follow this rule—peace be upon them, and 

mercy, and upon the Israel of God. Galatians 6:14-16 
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Dec. 17 (Wednesday) 

 

 
 

 

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 

knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew 2:11 
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Dec. 18 (Thursday) 

 

 
 

 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 

who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For 

since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God 

will bring with him those who have died. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 
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Dec. 19 (Friday) 

 

 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 

there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 

we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 

know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”                                    

                                                                                                      John 14:1-6 
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Dec. 20 (Saturday) 

 

 
 
 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom 8:38-39 
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Dec. 21 (Sunday) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 

in the inn. Luke 2:1-7 
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Dec. 22 (Monday) 

 

 
 

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find 

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!” Luke 2:8-14 
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Dec. 23 (Tuesday) 

 

 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.’  So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them. Luke 2:15-20 
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Dec. 24 (Wednesday) 

 

 
 

 

She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’  

                                                                                               Matthew 1:22-23 
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Dec. 25 (Thursday) 

 

 
 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 

into being  in him was life and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. John 1:1-5 

 


