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Welcome to Worship! 
 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ community: We 

affirm that Christ has made us one body with many members, all sharing in 

God’s wondrous grace and unconditional love.  
 

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God’s family. 

Following Jesus’ example, we embrace all of God’s people regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite 

you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.  
 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another, nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the 

Gospel. 

                                      Central Lutheran Staff 
 

Pastor Laurie A Jones 

pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 

mobile: 206-354-6756 
 

Pastor Ben Nickodemus 

pastorben@welcometocentral.org   

mobile: 208-290-1165  
 

Deacon Clare Josef-Maier 

Campus Ministry/Christus House 

clare@begoodsoil.org 
 

Crystal Miller  

Minister to Children, Youth & 

Families for Central, United  

and Emmaus (CUE) 

crystal@unitedlutheran.org 

Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

Organist/Choirmaster 

aesc@welcometocentral.org  

 

Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers 

Assoc. Organist/Children’s Music 

lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com 

 

Kristi Hoiland  

Parish Administrator 

info@welcometocentral.org  

 

Cindy Culpepper  

Financial Manager 

cindy@welcometocentral.org 



CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE  Aria Elizabeth Turner 

 

WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 

who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 

and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which 

you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through 

the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your 

Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and 

your Word you claim us as your beloved children, making us heirs of your 

promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise 

you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 

renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN  O Wondrous Image, Vision Fair (please stand)  

 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

  



 5 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.   Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines 

from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved 

Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. (please be seated) 

 

FIRST READING      2 KINGS 2:1-12 
1Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 

Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 

here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord 

lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to 

Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and 

said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away 

from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 4Elijah said to him, 

“Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the 

Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 

Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, 

and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away 

from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 6Then Elijah said to 

him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 

Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 

went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 

distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah 

took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to 

the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 

you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double 

share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if 

you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 

not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 

fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 
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heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 

own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 50:1-6 
1The mighty one, God the | Lord, 

has spoken; calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, God shines | forth in glory.  
3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 

  to witness the judgment | of the people. 
5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 
6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 

  for it is God | who is judge. 

Glory be to the Father, and |  to the Son, and to the |  Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the begin- | ning, is now, and will be fore-  |  ver. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM (8:30)   The Transfiguration    Richard Shepherd  Chorale 

After six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and his brother, John up a high 

mountain apart and was transfigured before them. And his face did shine as 

the sun. And behold a bright cloud overshadowed them and behold a voice out 

of the cloud which said: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. 

Hear ye him.” 

 

ANTHEM (11:00)   All Praise to God Who Reigns Above Cantor 
 

SECOND READING   2 CORINTHIANS 4:3-6 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their 

case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 

them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
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image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 

Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, 

“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)  

 
Cantors:  This is my son,  | the beloved,* lis- | ten to him!  Repeat Antiphon. 

 

GOSPEL     Mark 9:2-9 

The Gospel according to Mark, the ninth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 

up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 

them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could 

bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were 

talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, 

the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no 

one with them any more, but only Jesus. 9As they were coming down the 

mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 

the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Ben Nickodemus  
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HYMN OF THE DAY #317 Jesus on the Mountain Peak (please stand) 
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NICENE CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

OFFERING 
You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion. 
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OFFERTORY (8:30)  Abide with Me    Malcolm Archer Chorale 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MEDITATION (11:00) 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER (please stand) 

Let us pray. Gracious God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time,  

and our possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with 

the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for 

us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… And so, with the Church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:     
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SANCTUS 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you 

gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 

for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 

we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 

supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took break, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”   
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
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☩Christ has died.     ☩Christ is risen.     ☩Christ will come again.   
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your 

holy church, now and forever. Amen.   

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

(please be seated)   

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s 

body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all, and to your glory, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION (please stand) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.      
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN Alleluia, Song of Sweetness  

We bid farewell to the Alleluia, which is not said or sung during Lent 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY   Præludium in C Minor, BWV 546 J. S. Bach 
 

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live-

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.   

 

Cantor at 11:00: Bernie Bopp 

 

Christus House hosted Coffee Hour this morning between services. 

Join us for a special coffee hour at Christus House. Enjoy coffee, snacks, 

see the inside of Christus House and learn about ministry happening there.  

 

Shove Tuesday Pancake Supper Tuesday, February 13, 2024, 5:15pm in 

the parish hall. 
 

Ash Wednesday Services: Join us for Ash Wednesday Feb. 14. Services 

will be at noon and 7:30pm. 

 

Lenten Midweek Series with a new schedule: Our Lenten Midweek 

series on Tuesdays begins Feb. 21. Our theme is “Journeying with God 

through our wilderness.” The series will begin with a soup supper at 5:15, 

then worship begins with an interactive reflection on the Word of God 

(which stands as our homily for the evening) at 6pm, then Holden Evening 

Prayer at 6:45pm.  

 

Concordia Choir Concert Mar. 10. Mark your calendars! The choir 

from Concordia College, Moorhead, MN will be singing at Central Mar. 

10 at 4pm. Tickets are $35 for premium seating, $25 for general 

admission. Tickets can be purchased between services, in the office, or 

online at www.theconcordiachoir.org.  

http://www.theconcordiachoir.org/

