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Central Lutheran Mission

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one another,
nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the Gospel.

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ community: We affirm
that Christ has made us one body with many members, all sharing in God’s
wondrous grace and unconditional love.

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family.
Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people, regardless of ethnicity,
physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, economic circumstance, and we firmly commit to racial equity.
With welcoming hearts, we invite you to join us in worship, education, fellowship,
and service.

Central Lutheran Staff

Pastor Laurie A Jones Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org Organist/Choirmaster

mobile: 206-354-6756 aesc(@welcometocentral.org
Vicar Joel Timmons Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Seminary Intern for United & Central Assoc. Organist/Children’s Music
vicar.joel@unitedlutheran.org lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com
Crystal Miller, Children/Y outh Cindy Culpepper

Minister for Central/United/Emmaus Financial Manager
crystal@unitedlutheran.org cindy@welcometocentral.org

For general messages, email: churchoffice@welcometocentral.org
Prayers requests may be submitted to: prayers@welcometocentral.org
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Welcome to Worship!

CALL TO WORSHIP The Carillon
PRELUDE To Jordan, Jesus Came Diderik Buxtehude

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the One who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty
was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of
Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you.
Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers us in the righteousness of

Christ and forgives our sin in 7 Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give us strength
to live for others and bless us with the gift of peace. Amen.

All who are able are invited to stand for the Entrance Hymn



ENTRANCE HYMN #304 Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the  church of

God, and forthe u-ni-ty of all,letus pray__ to the Lord.
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. men.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all
who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your sons and
daughters, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANTHEM (8:30) An Epiphany Carol — Hopson Cantors
(11:00) A Repeating Alleluia — Hampton Chorale

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:1-9

God’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The
servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever
prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the
servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations.

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He
will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; a bruised
reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will
faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he
has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his

teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord,
I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept
you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I
tell you of them. The Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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ELW Seventh Tone
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PSALM 29
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Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beau- ' ty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the | mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a pow- ! erful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a ! voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
the Lord makes Lebanon skip ! like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
The voice ! of the Lord
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
The voice of the Lord ! shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilder- ! ness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the ! forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are ! crying, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned a- ! bove the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
O Lord, give strength ! to your people;
give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy | Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore- | ver. Amen.



SECOND LESSON Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims
the good news of God'’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman
centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first
Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand
that God shows no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and
practices righteousness is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed him
to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.” The Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

During the Gospel Acclamation our children are invited to the Chapel for a
special message. They will return during the sharing of the peace.
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r Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, Al-le - lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia___
Cantors: A voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, | the Beloved, * with
whom I | am well pleased.” Repeat antiphon.
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GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?”” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper
for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove
and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son,
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Laurie A. Jones

HXMN #305 When Christ Came to Jordan
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
OFFERING

You are invited to place your offering in the plate as you come forward for communion.

CAROL We Three Kings
1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

REFRAIN: Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty
bright; Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Note: Cantor sings verses 2, 3, 4; Congregation sings the Refrain

5. Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
Heav'n sings alleluia; alleluia the earth replies. REFRAIN
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you
have prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us with the
reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (please stand as you re able)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God...And so,
with the Church on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever,
and ever. Amen. (please be seated)

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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world; grant usi peace, grant us peace.
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you,
now and forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (please stand)

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus
Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your
heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the
beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor, and * give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN #302 As with Gladness Men of Old (see opposite page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God!

You may remain seated during the Organ Voluntary, however if you choose
to depart, we kindly ask you to do so in silence until you reach the Narthex.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY (8:30)  Noél Dagquin

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, with permission to reproduce and podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-706755. All rights reserved.

Today’s Cantors at 8:30: Alyse Jamieson & David Gustafson
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HYMN #302 As with Gladness Men of Old

b a4 S

[""—ﬁ%';f fli

1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare  at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-'ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to  bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran-somed souls at last
thou its  light,its joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Campus Ministry News: Sunday Dinner Church meets at Spm. College
students are invited to join us for a home-cooked meal and conversation over
dinner, concluding with a brief worship service with Holy Communion.
Hearth & Table, Central’s outreach meal for college students, co-sponsored
by FOOD for Lane County is a chef-prepared meal served from 6:30-
7:30pm as eat-in (served family style) or as take-out. For more info go
online to: begoodsoil.org.

Together Tuesdays features a community meal served from 5:15-6pm,
followed by Music Together, Children’s Choir & Junior Cantor’s Rehearsal
at 5:45pm and Adult Education at 6pm.

Join us for another “Pocket Concert” Tuesday, January 13th from 12-
Ipm in the Sanctuary. Spread the word, invite a friend, bring your lunch,
come and enjoy some great music over the noon-hour! Sponsored by
Central’s St. Cecilia Music Endowment Fund this pocket concert features
the gifts of Mike Curtis, saxophone and Sandy Holder, piano/accordion.

Registration is now open for Summer Camp at Lutherwood. For more
information go online at lutherwoodoregon.org. Let Pastor Laurie know if
your son/daughter intends to register as scholarships are available.

Adult Forums and the Semi-annual Meeting will be held in the Parish
Hall between services (9:45-10:45am). On January 18th, Treasurer Brent
Moeller will present and answer questions on the Mission Spending Plan
(Budget) for 2026. And on January 25th, Council President, Debbie Knebel,
will convene our semi-annual meeting to vote on the budget and to discuss
other important matters.

Mark your calendars for the Ordination into Word & Sacrament Ministry
of Clare Josef-Maier on Saturday, January 3 1st at 2:30pm at Emmaus
Lutheran Church.

16


http://www.begoodsoil.org/
http://www.lutherwoodoregon.org/

