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Welcome to Worship!
A special welcome to all who are worshiping with us today. If you are
new to our community or a first-time visitor, we invite you to fill out the
pew card and indicate if you’d like to hear from us. You may place it in the
offering plate as you come forward for communion. All are welcome to the
Lord’s Table to receive the body and blood of Christ. Gluten free wafers are
available as are red wine or white grape juice.
Today is the First Sunday of Advent, the beginning of a new church year.
Advent which means coming, is a season of hope, a reflective time for
preparation as we make our journey to Bethlehem to see and rejoice in the
miracle at the stable. At Central we begin the journey with the lighting of
the first candle on the Advent wreath, hanging the first Advent banner and
the panels of the Advent mural on the south wall of the sanctuary. Our
processional banner proclaims Mary’s song from Luke, the Magnificat:
“My Soul Magnifies the Lord.”
Beyond the physical symbols of our journey, the liturgy of the service
likewise reflects our preparation to receive the King of Kings. The angel’s
proclamation “Glory to God in the Highest,” or Canticle of Praise is
silenced until Christmas when we shout the good news with all angels. We
also switch to ELW Setting 5 which has a more penitential quality. We
hope that you will take time to reflect on the message of Advent, and that
you will truly prepare for the coming of the Christ-child in the manger so
that Christmas will be much richer for you and your loved ones.
Advent Wreath: The First Candle—The Prophecy Candle—reminds us of
the prophets who were God’s messengers in the Old Testament and who
spoke about the hope that the Messiah would appear to save the world. This
has also been referred to as the Anticipation Candle, reminding us that Jesus
will one day come again. In the meantime, we await his appearing with both
anticipation and excitement.
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CALL TO WORSHIP

The Carillon

PRELUDE Ihr Kindlein kommet (O Come, Little Children)

Annegret Stier

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for
his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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PROCESSIONAL CAROL Rejoice, Rejoice Believers (please stand)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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SALUTATION
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins,
and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN Light One Candle Stanza 1

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of
preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath,
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes
with all the saints and angels. Enlighten us with your grace and prepare our
hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through Christ our Lord whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.
(the first candle is lit)
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FIRST LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5
1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth
instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM (8:30)

The Holly and the Ivy June Nixon

Chorale

SECOND LESSON Romans 13:11-14
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA

Cantor: Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord,* and grant us | your
salvation. Assembly repeats Antiphon.
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GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44
The Gospel according to Matthew the 24th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.
41
Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will
be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Ben Nickodemus
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CAROL OF THE DAY #436. Wake, Awake for Nighty is Flying
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NICENE CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
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from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (you may be seated)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERTORY

Shepherds’ Pipe Carol

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (8:30) (please stand)
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Wood

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of
water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread and wine and
make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing
and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom
you will make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the
world in righteousness. And so, with church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit
into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen. (please be seated)
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LAMB OF GOD

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread
and the cup we share. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our
hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the world, announcing your
coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OUR LIFE TOGETHER
BENEDICTION (please stand as you’re able)
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the
darkness from before your path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy
Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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CAROL #257 O Come, O Come Emmanuel St. 1, 3, 4, 5 and 8
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Lift Up Your Heads, O Ye Gates

Hudson

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress,
reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live
stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License

Cantor at 11am: David Gustafson

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule at Central
Advent Worship and Holy Communion
Sundays at 8:30am* & 11am (Nov. 27, Dec. 4, 11, & 18)
Holden Evening Prayer
Tuesdays at 7pm (Nov. 29, Dec. 6, & Dec. 13)
Advent Lessons & Carols on Sunday, Dec. 4 at 4:30pm*
Blue Christmas Service on Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 7pm
Christmas Eve Manger Service at 4:30pm*
Christmas Eve Festival Worship at 9:30pm*
Christmas Day Worship - Sunday, December 25 at 10am*
New Year’s Day Worship - Sunday, January 1 at 10am*
Services denoted with an asterisk (*) will also be live-streamed and available
later as a podcast.
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Your help is needed… If you are able and willing to provide a crockpot of
soup for one of these upcoming events, please let us know. You can either fill
out this form and place it in the offering plate or call Kristi in the church
office (541-345-0395).
Lessons & Carols on Sunday, December 4th
Together Tuesdays on November 29th, December 6th, and December 13th
Name: _______ ____________________ Phone:
______________________
Date you are able to provide soup: ____________________
Vegetarian option: ______ Meat option: ___

(check one)

Please tear off and place in the offering plate.
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