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Central Lutheran MISSION STATEMENT

To be the hands and feet of Jesus by:

Loving God and one another
Nurturing  faithful living
Serving those in need
Sharing the Gospel

Central is a Reconciling in
Christ Congregation

Central ds Staff :

Pastor Laurie A. Jones All Saints Day

pastorlaurie@ Service of Remembrance
welcometocentral.org

(206-354-6756) November 1st at 5pm

Vicar Ben Nickodemus Central 6s Memori al Cou
Pastoral Intern

@;%S;ﬁ;‘&,ﬁf!{fjus Fouse & We will gather in the Courtyard to remember
Deacon Clare Josef-Maier the lives of all of our beloved siblings in Christ
Organist/Choirmaster who have joined the Church triumphant since
A. EIRay Stewart -Cook last All Saints Day, as well as all of the dearly
Associate Organist departed saints of every time and place. Plan
Lindsey H. Rodgers to join us (rain or shine).

Parish Nurse

Sally Diehm

Parish Administrator
Kristi Hoiland

Financial Manager
Cindy Culpepper

Children, Youth & Family
Coordinator Crystal Miller

Church Council
President, Larry Sutton
Vice Pres, Sheri Pyron
Secretary, Jack Bennett
Treas, Charlotte Bontrager
Jean Clancey

Matt Haugen

Chris Henry

Jill Liedtke

Dennis Lindsay
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oBl essed be the God and Father of our Lor
in Chri st with every spiritual bl essi i
( From Paul 6s epistl e to the

Dear Friends in Christ,
| want to begin this epistle by simply sa

ceases to amaze me. Whenever |1 0ve shared a s
always been people in our faith community who have been quick to respond to
meet that need. Whether itds been to help a

cooking a meal for families at the Annex, fixing a leaky faucet, driving someone to their
doctords appoi nt ment , i both bigand smalli eyausgenerositychas n e e
been overwhelming. In fact, to be perfectly candid, it is downright humbling.

Even though we donot all have the same gi |
financi al resources or obligations, It ds ama
together through the gifts of the Spirit and

treasure most about being a part of the body of Christ and the community
of saints here at Central.

Furthermore, even during these unprecedent
gather together under the same roof like we were doing before Covid, together we have
continued to contribute generously to suppor
ministry. When it comes to giving monetarily to the church it is important to be
reminded that our tithes and offerings ought
Ssituation. Thatds why | tend to refer to giyv
a dollar amount, and even then each household has different circumstances that must be
considered.

Personally | have been blessed throughout my life to be able to tithe a minimum of
one-tenth of my income to the church. Then, on top of my tithe, | also give to other
people, places, and things that are near and dear to my heart. Yet, as we all know, there are
always more needs (or asks) than any of us can possibly meet on our own. And so | give
thanks to God and trust that together we are able to share from our
abundance.

Now, as we draw closer to the end of our fiscal year, | want to remind you that your
financial support is needed to end 2021 strong and move faithfully forward into 2022. But |
al so want to once again simply say, o0Thank vy
God! 6 Together we are indeed blessed; bl esse

I n Christds Abiding Love,
+Pastor Laurie
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oThe righteousness of God through faith iIn
believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,;
they are now justified by his grace as a gif
Rom 3:2224

Dear community of faith,

We approach two important days on our church calendar 8 Reformation Day and All
Saintsd day. October 31 is our celebration o
Oct 31, 1517 that Martin Luther posted his 95 theses questioning the use of indulgences
that began a series of events leading to the Protestant Reformation. Here, 504 years later,
sever al key aspects of the Reformation conti
readi ng of d&sachasdrem Romang 3ealboged that opened up salvation by
grace rather than by works. Luther was deeply bothered by the medieval quantification of
what a oholy Iifed I ooked |ike through vario
hi erarchy of some people being omore holyd t
found in the Gospel that there is no distinction between people 4 all people are justified by
grace equally, and all those in Christ are one community, not divisions of better and worse
Christians. Luther insisted that all people are equally saints and sinners at the same time,
and all loved and embraced by God through Christ.

The following day, Nov. 1, is All Saints?d
near us who have passed on into glory. We grieve the loss of so many loved ones this past
year - as a world, a nation, a state, and especially as a church. The day is a time to recognize
the whole community of faith which is not just those people we see on Sundays, but also all
those who have gone before. In fact, theologically, when we enter in the space of worship,
at that time and in that place are all who have ever or ever will worship together into that
same space and worshiping the same God. It is also time for those of us who are still alive
to grieve as well as to rejoice that we are one community at all times. We can because the
saints that are among us are not just those who have died, but also those who are alived all
who are in relationship.

The fact that Reformation Day and All Saints Day come back to back is an accident of
history. All Saints day as November 1 goes back to at least as early as the year 835.
Reformation day on Oct 31 would not be celebrated until 1617, and was not set at that day
for any reason related to All Saintsd Day or
of the anniversary of the posting of the 95 theses. However, there is more continuity than
discontinuity between the two days. Luther made very clear there was no distinction, all are
saints due to Godds amazing power of grace i
Oright eouso p e ogilareondirChost. Ehat G out hope and joy during All
Saintsd Day. As we remember those who have g
glory in which they rest due to that same amazing power of grace, and that we can also
hope for ourselves.

Il n Christodos | ove,
Vicar Ben
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Worship with us on ZoomSundays at 11am

Central is offering a new kind of worship service on Zoom at 11am on Sundays. We
will not simply be doing an abbreviated liturgy of the early service a few hours later,
but this service will have components of a more contemplative and contemporary
nature. It will remain true to our Lutheran identity, while presenting a unique style of
worship. We will be having a Service of the Word that will be filled with reflection
and meaning. This will include a Psalm of Lament as we reflect upon the pain and
suffering of the world, prayers of thanksgiving for who God is in our lives, reflective
readings, a Gospel reading and Homily, a contemporary affirmation of our Christian
faith, a time for worshipers to offer prayers of concern as well as prayers of
thanksgiving, and a sending benediction. It recognizes the value of a service on
Zoom d that we can see one another as we worship together, and recognize who we
are as community. It also encourages us to be reflective of who we are in
relationship with God. We hope this will be a service rich in meaning and
community and we invite you to come try it & even if you have already attended the
earlier serviced it will be a completely different experience for us as the people of
God, one that seeks to connect us more deeply with God and with one another.

SERVE THOSE I N NEEDE
by preparing meals for First Place Family at the Annex

Since June 2020, members of Central have been preparing a weekly meal for the
families at St. Vincent de Paul's First Place Family Annex, Night Shelter, (the
Annex). The shelter houses up to 20 families overnight, who are working with local
agencies to find permanent housing. This past summer they were at capacity and
had to put some families in pallet shelters in the parking lot. On any given
Monday, Central members will prepare food for between 30 and 50 people,
including many small children. COVID-19 protocols do not allow us to cook at the
site, therefore we prepare the meals at the church kitchen, and then deliver to the
Annex. In the past 15 months, there have been a few dedicated members who
regularly sign up to help. We can use more help.| often fill in the slot when no one
has signed up to cook. The food is all provided free from the Eugene Mission. We
pick up the food on Friday, to be prepared and delivered to the First Place Family
Center Annex between 4:00 PM and 4:30 PM, the following Mondaylf you are
interested in helping, or would like to know more about the program, please call
Kim Meyers at 541:914-8442, or email kimcpa.meyers@gmail.com



mailto:klmcpa.meyers@gmail.com
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Chi Rho November 12 -14 in person and online
at connecttocentral.org



