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Welcome to Central! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Oregon Synod and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is a Reconciling in Christ 

community. We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many 

members, all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love. We 

celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family. 

Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people, regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we 

invite you to join us in worship, fellowship, and ministry.   

 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another; nurturing faithful living; serving those in need; and sharing the 

Gospel. 

 

A special word of welcome to our guests today: Thank you for joining us 

on this most holy day. If you are a first-time or occasional visitor, we invite 

you to fill out the visitor information card found in the pew rack and place it 

in the offering plate. Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of 

little ones in worship and so we encourage children and parents to worship 

together. However, if it is helpful to you, you are welcome to utilize the 

children’s space located adjacent to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary. 

Additionally, there are children’s bags and kid’s bulletins available in the 

Narthex. Large print bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are 

also available from the ushers. Please note: if your personal hearing device 

has a T-Coil there are Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall. 

 

Although masks are no longer mandated, we encourage you to make an  

individual choice whether to wear a mask, and further ask that you be respectful 

of the personal space and comfort level of those around you.  
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE (8:30)                  Fughette in A                              Annegret Stier 

 

WELCOME   

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But  

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most Merciful God,   

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ God 

gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
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HYMN #504 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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GREETING        

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   
 

GLORIA (sung during Luther’s time) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy 

Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people. Keep us steadfast in your word, protect and comfort us in 

times of trial, defend us against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING    Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the 

covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring 

them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

 

ANTHEM (8:30am)        Built on a Rock    Wood                            Chorale 

                   (11am)           Down by the Riverside                 Children’s Choir 

 

SECOND READING   Romans 3:19-28 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under 

the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be 

held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” 

by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 

sin.  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, 

and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 

forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 

did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present 

time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 

Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 
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of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified 

by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Cantor:   If you continue in my word, you are truly | my disciples,* and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will | make you free. Repeat antiphon 

 

GOSPEL      John 8:31-36 

The Gospel according to John, the 8th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 

word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham 

and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 

will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone 

who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent 

place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                     Pastor Laurie A Jones 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #517 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  

(please stand – Luther Hymn) 

 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM/RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one 

with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their 

baptism. Let us pray: Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and 

brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 

You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your 

Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in 
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the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of all whom you have 

brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church.  
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

 

AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue 

in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s 

faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to 
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proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve 

all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 

peace in all the earth? I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these brothers and 

sisters in their life in Christ? We do, and we ask God to help & guide us. 

 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy 

Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up in these brothers and sisters the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks 

and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

 

OFFERTORY (8:30)      Jesu, Joy of My Desiring   Bach

 Chorale with Andy Strietelmeier, Violin 
 

SOLO (11am) Jerusalem, City Fair and High Bernie Bopp, Tenor 

 

STEWARDSHIP TEMPLE TALK   

 
You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion. 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE (please stand) 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, 

that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of 

life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times, and in all 

places, offer thanks and praise to you, Holy God, through Christ our Lord; 

who on a cross overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 

great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross 

opened his arms to all.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you, and 

for all people, for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 
 

Remembering, therefore, Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we 

await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 

honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
 

COMMUNION (8:30) #411 We All Believe in One True God           Chorale    
Martin Luther adapted the text of the Nicene Creed and set it to music to instruct his 

congregation, (most of whom could not read) in the basic principles. He adapted the music 

from Gregorian Chant.  

 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and  

keep you in his grace.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through 

this gift in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF BIBLES 
 

BENEDICTION         

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace  

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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HYMN #654 The Church’s One Foundation 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY   Final (First Organ Symphony) Vierne 
  

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg 

Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special 

permission to live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.   

 

Cantor (11am) Bernie Bopp    Violin (8:30) Andy Strietelmeier 
 

Plan to join us for our All Saints Day Service in the Memorial Courtyard 

on Tuesday, November 1st at 5pm. Rain or shine, we will gather in the 

Courtyard to remember all the beloved saints, especially members of Central 

who have died since last All Saints Day. This year, since it falls on a Tuesday, 

following the service you are welcome to join us for the Together Tuesday meal 

in the Parish Hall. 

 

Next Sunday, November 6th—All Saints Sunday--our Chorale and musicians 

will offer the Rutter Requiem at both the 8:30 and 11:00am worship services.  

 

A week from Tuesday, November 8th there will be a special presentation by 

Pastor Joel Nickel on Art and Faith in the Lutheran Tradition at 6pm. Joel 

Nickel is a retired Pastor who is an artist (he made Pastor Ben’s pectoral cross) 

and will speak to us about the importance of what art is and how it matters in 

our faith life. He will also have many of his pieces here to view. This will be a 

great introduction to our Chi Rho series. You won’t want to miss it! 

 

Mark your calendars for our Annual Chi Rho Lecture Series November 

11-13.  This year’s speakers are Jonathan Homrighausen and Suzanne Moore 

on the topic: Illuminating Justice: How Art and Sacred Text Repair the World. 

More information is available online at connecttocentral.org.    

       

http://www.connecttocentral.org/
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