Second Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2026
8:30am & 11am Worship

Central Lutheran Church
1857 Potter Street
Eugene, OR
www.welcometocentral.org



CALL TO WORSHIP The Carillon
PRELUDE Variations on “Gebed des Heren” (Lord’s Prayer) — Piet Post
WELCOME Pastor Laurie A. Jones

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you 're able)

Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN #342 There in God’s Garden
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1 There in God's gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav - ior!”
3 Thorns not its own are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - f’ring;
our greed has starved i, our  de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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Tree of all knowl -  edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet look! it lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ok ness, give me all your
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pas - sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
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5. This is my ending, 6 All heav’n is singing,

This my resurrection: “Thank to Christ whose passion
into your hands, Lord, offers in mercy

I commit my spirit. healing, strength, and pardon.
This have I searched for; Peoples and nations,

now I can posses it. Take it, take it freely!”

This ground is holy. Amen! My Master!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (see opposite page)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you
bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in
your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. (please be seated)



In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For thepeacefrom a - bove, and for our sal - vation, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the =~ whole  world, for the well being of the ~ Church of God,
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Lord have mer-cy.
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For thisho - ly house, and for all who of- fer here their wor-ship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.
The Canticle of Praise is omitted during Lent



FIRST LESSON  Genesis 12:1-4a

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram
went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 121 o= ; =
I lift up my eyes ! to the hills; o
from where is my | help to come?
My help comes ! from the Lord,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
The Lord will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;
the Lord watches | over you;
the Lord is your shade at | your right hand;
the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the | moon by night.
The Lord will preserve you ! from all evil
and will | keep your life.
The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore- | ver. Amen.

ANTHEM (8:30) God So Loved the World — Bob Chilcott Chorale

ANTHEM (11:00) When the Winter Days Grow Longer Cantor



SECOND LESSON Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to
the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to
one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is
reckoned as righteousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world
did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through
the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but
where there is no law, neither is there transgression. For this reason the
promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of

us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

During the Gospel Acclamation our children are invited to the Chapel for a
special message. They will return during the sharing of the peace.

LENTEN ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)
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to VoL, O Lord Je - sus Christ.

Cantors: The Son of Man must be ! lifted up,* that whoever believes in him
may have e- | ternal life. Repeat antiphon.



GOSPEL John 3:1-17

The Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless
God is with that person.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be
born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet
you do not understand these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what
we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our
testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did
not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the
world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Vicar Joel Timmons



HYMN #323 God Loved the World (please stand)
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I God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, who was made
30t you are i, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
s All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have  done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him  be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are built on this chief cor - nmer - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be praise now and e - ter - nal - ky!
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

When the leader says, “God, in your mercy,”
you are invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.’

b

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER



HYMN #927 Christ Is the Life
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1 Christ is the life of all that 1is, God’s pure cre - a - tive
2 Christ is the death of all that is; a broad and  beck - 'ning
3 Christ is the death of all that is, a  bright, con - sum - ing
4 Christ is the life of all that is, Be - gin - ning and the
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brings all  things to be and brings all things to  death.
in the gen - tle dark bids new - ness to ap - pear.
fire we tread up - on the thresh - old of new life.
ev - er - more shall bless the Source, the liv - ing Christ.



OFFERING
You are invited to place your offering
in the plate as you come forward for communion.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love
embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw
us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his
saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Please stand as you're able.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow'r and might:
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Ho - san - - - pa in the high - est
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite
the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory, now and forever. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
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Gathered into one by the Ho-1ly  Spir - it let us pray as Je-sus taught us.
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION (be seated)

You are invited to come forward and kneel (or stand) at the altar rail to
receive communion. You will receive the bread in the form of a wafer and
then you may drink from the individual cups of either red wine or white
grape juice. If you prefer not having to navigate the stairs you may come
forward and sit in the front pew (or remain where you are) and the
communion servers will come to you. This is Christ’s meal, and it is Christ
who bids you come. All are welcome.



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
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You take away the sin of theworld; grant wus peace. A-men.

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in
the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION (please stand)
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath

sustains creation, * bless you now and always. Amen.

HYMN #803 When I Survey the wondrous Cross (see insert)



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

You may remain seated during the Organ Voluntary, however if you choose
to depart, we kindly ask you to do so in silence until you reach the Narthex.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Westminster de Carillon - Louis Vierne
As organist at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris during the 1920s, Vierne
made many trips to London to play in the English capital. During a visit,
he became intrigued by the melodic themes of the bells in Big Ben at the
Houses of Parliament in Westminster as it struck the hours. Upon
returning to Paris, he composed this piece using the themes from Big Ben
and dedicated it to the famous English organ builder, Henry Willis.

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, with permission to reproduce and podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-706755. All rights reserved.

Today’s Cantor (11:00): Honora Mathisen-Lund

Help is needed for our midweek Lenten services. Email Kelly in the church
office if you are able to provide a crockpot of soup or bread/rolls for our
soup supper at 5:15pm on Together Tuesdays or at noon on Wednesdays.

New members will be received on Palm Sunday, March 29th, at both the
8:30am & 11:00am worship services. If you are interested in finding out
more, simply fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate as you
come forward for communion or let Pastor Laurie know.

For pastoral needs contact Pastor Laurie A Jones:
pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org or mobile 206.354.6756

Kelly: churchoffice@welcometocentral.org or 541.345.0395

Prayers requests may be submitted to: prayers@welcometocentral.org
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CLOSING HYMN #803 When I Survey (stanza 4 a cappella)
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Central Lutheran Church
2026 Schedule for Lent — Easter

Date

Lent / Holy Week / Easter

Feb 22 & March 1, 8,
15, 22 (Sundays)

Sundays in Lent Worship at 8:30am & 11am
with Education between services 9:45-10:45am

Feb 24 & March 3, 10,
17,24
(Together Tuesdays)

Soup Supper at 5:15pm; Music Together &
Children’s Choir at 5:45pm; Adult Ed at 6pm
with Holden Evening Prayer Worship at 7:00pm

Feb 25 & Mar 4, 11,
18, 25 (Wednesdays)

Lenten Matins Worship in the Chapel at noon
followed by a soup luncheon in the Narthex

March 29 Reception of New Members at 8:30am & 11am
Palm Sunday

April 2 Worship at noon at United Lutheran or
Maundy Thursday at Central at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary

April 3 Chapel open for prayer between noon & 3pm;
Good Friday Worship at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary

April 4 Children & Youth are invited to a pre-Easter

Pre-Easter Party

Party with a Scavenger Egg Hunt (and more!)
at 10am in the Parish Hall

April 4 Worship at United Lutheran at 7pm
Vigil of Easter
April 5 The Resurrection of Our Lord Festival Worship

Easter Sunday

at 8:30am & 1lam
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Central Lutheran Church
2026 Schedule for Lent — Easter

Date

Lent / Holy Week / Easter

Feb 22 & March 1, 8,
15, 22 (Sundays)

Sundays in Lent Worship at 8:30am & 11am
with Education between services 9:45-10:45am

Feb 24 & March 3, 10,
17,24
(Together Tuesdays)

Soup Supper at 5:15pm; Music Together &
Children’s Choir at 5:45pm; Adult Ed at 6pm
with Holden Evening Prayer Worship at 7:00pm

Feb 25 & Mar 4, 11,
18, 25 (Wednesdays)

Lenten Matins Worship in the Chapel at noon
followed by a soup luncheon in the Narthex

March 29 Reception of New Members at 8:30am & 11am
Palm Sunday

April 2 Worship at noon at United Lutheran or
Maundy Thursday at Central at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary

April 3 Chapel open for prayer between noon & 3pm;
Good Friday Worship at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary

April 4 Children & Youth are invited to a pre-Easter

Pre-Easter Party

Party with a Scavenger Egg Hunt (and more!)
at 10am in the Parish Hall

April 4 Worship at United Lutheran at 7pm
Vigil of Easter
April 5 The Resurrection of Our Lord Festival Worship

Easter Sunday

at 8:30am & 1lam




