Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026
8:30am Worship

Central Lutheran Church
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Eugene, OR
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Central Lutheran Mission

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one another,
nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the Gospel.

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ community: We affirm
that Christ has made us one body with many members, all sharing in God’s
wondrous grace and unconditional love.

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family.
Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people, regardless of ethnicity,
physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, economic circumstance, and we firmly commit to racial equity.
With welcoming hearts, we invite you to join us in worship, education, fellowship,
and service.

Central Lutheran Staff
Pastor Laurie A Jones Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org Organist/Choirmaster
mobile: 206-354-6756 aesc(@welcometocentral.org
Vicar Joel Timmons Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Seminary Intern for United & Central Assoc. Organist/Children’s Music
vicar.joel@unitedlutheran.org lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com
Crystal Miller, Children/Y outh Cindy Culpepper
Minister for Central/United/Emmaus Financial Manager
crystal@unitedlutheran.org cindy@welcometocentral.org

Kelly Colvin-Smith
Church Office Support
churchoffice@welcometocentral.org

Prayers requests may be submitted to: prayers@welcometocentral.org
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CALL TO WORSHIP The Carillon
PRELUDE Wie schon leuchtet (How Brightly Shines ) Gade
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

We confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and
Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Come, Join Our Worship (please stand)
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Sing  psalms and hymns of praise and e - xal - ta - tion:
Drums beat out rhy - thm, while the or - gan's play-ing.
Then, at  the Ta - ble, feast on Christ's ob - la - tion.
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bra - tion. To God be go - - - ry!
pray - ing. Sing: "AlL - le - u - - - ial"
na - tion: "Come, share the bless - - ing!"
nite us — Now and for - ev - - - er!

Text: R. Michael Cullinan, 1937 - 2025
Tune: Shades Mountian 11.11.11.5.
K. Lee Scott, b 1950 ©2009

GREETING

Written for Central Lutheran Church
July 2009

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with

you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it  saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new "us with your sav-ing pow'r, cre - ate in us new hearts!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have
made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve
you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
(please be seated)

FIRST LESSON  Zechariah 9:9-12

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and
prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are
designated as “prisoners of hope.”

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See,
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut
off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from
sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also,
because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free
from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today
I declare that I will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM  145:8-14 O e o reo
The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love.
Lord, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
All your works shall praise | you, O Lord,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
They shall tell of the glory ! of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor ! of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- ! out all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in ! all your works.
The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who ! are bowed down.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore- | ver. Amen.

ANTHEM The Gift of Love, arr. Hopson Cantors



SECOND LESSON Romans 7:15-25a

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not
do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set
us free from such a futile existence.

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing [ hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is

good. But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. For |
know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the
desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not do the
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not
want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be
a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another
law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that
dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from
this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand)
(Sung by cantors first, then congregation joins.)
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GOSPEL  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus spoke to the crowd saying: “To what will I compare this generation? It
is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We
played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not
mourn.” “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.” Then he began to reproach the cities in which most
of his deeds of power had been done because they did not repent. “Woe to
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades. “For if the deeds
of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until
this day. But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom than for you.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and
no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all
you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you

rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for [ am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Vicar Joel Timmons



HYMN #742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus (please stand)
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, all our sins and griefs to bear!

2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta - tions?

Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en,

cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - 1y ev - 'ry-thing to God in prayer!
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to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit;  oh, what need-less pain we bear—

Can we find a friend so faith - ful who will all our sor-rows share?
Do your friends de-spise, for-sake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church throughout the ages, let us profess our Christian faith
using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

When the leader says, “God of grace,”
you are invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.’

s

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
ANTHEM In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness Cantors
OFFERING

You are invited to place your offering
in the plate as you come forward for communion.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation
can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (please stand)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God; through
Christ our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death, and on this day as he
had promised, poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen
disciples, and so also upon us. At this the whole earth exalts in boundless joy.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever,
and ever. Amen. (be seated)

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION MUSIC [f You but Trust in God to Guide You Gade

LAMB OF GOD
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on us. Je - sus, bear-er of our sins: have mer - Cy
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Of Uus. Je - sus, Re-deem-er of the world: give us your peace.
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION (please stand)

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

HYMN #545 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (see next page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to share the good news! Thanks be to God.

We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you
choose to depart, we kindly ask you to do so in silence.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Tone Piece #lin F Major Niels Gade

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, with permission to reproduce and podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-706755. All rights reserved.

Today’s Cantors: John Shields & Sam Decker
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HYMN #545 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2> Thankswe give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil-grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our heartsand lives a- bound.
let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to 0 - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace to share the good news! Thanks be to God.

We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you
choose to depart, we kindly ask you to do so in silence.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Tone Piece #lin F Major Niels Gade
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Members and friends of Central, United, and Emmaus (CUE) are invited to
an outdoor vespers service to celebrate a “Season of Creation” each of the
Wednesdays of July (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th). This brief outdoor worship
service will be hosted at United Lutheran beginning at 7pm.

On Friday, July 10th, join Central’s Organists, Dr. Lindsey Henriksen
Rodgers and Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook are performing an Organ Interlude,
at 2:30pm in Central’s Sanctuary. This concert is free and open to the public.

Did you know? In addition to worship on Sunday mornings and Wednesday
evenings, opportunities for Bible study, service, fellowship, and mutual
support continue over the summer months:

e Men’s Bible Study group meets at 8am on Wednesdays at The
Springs at Greer Gardens.

e Pastor’s Bible study at 11am on Wednesdays via Zoom.

e Women’s Bible Study group meets at 11am on Thursdays in the
CLCW Room (or via Zoom).

Quilters meet at 9am in the Gathering Room each Thursday morning. All are
welcome. No experience necessary—if you can tie a knot, you can quilt!

All are welcome to join us in the Terrace room for our Midweek Coffee
Hour on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month: July 8th & 22nd.

Next Chapter (grief support group) meets at 9am in the CLCW Room every
2nd Thursday of the month: July 9th.

For additional information on weekly and upcoming events visit our website
welcometocentral.org.
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