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Welcome to Central!
Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Oregon Synod and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is a Reconciling in Christ
community. We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many members,
all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love. We celebrate both
the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family. Following Jesus'
example, we embrace all of God's people, regardless of ethnicity, physical and
mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or economic
circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we invite you to join us in worship,
fellowship, and ministry.
Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one
another; nurturing faithful living; serving those in need; and sharing the
Gospel.
A special word of welcome to our guests today: Thank you for joining us on
this most holy day. If you are a first-time or occasional visitor, we invite you to
fill out the visitor information card found in the pew rack and place it in the
offering plate. Parents of young children: We welcome the sound of little
ones in worship and so we encourage children and parents to worship together.
However, if it is helpful to you, you are welcome to utilize the children’s space
located adjacent to the Narthex (entrance) to the Sanctuary. Additionally, there
are children’s bags and kid’s bulletins available in the Narthex. Large print
bulletins as well as hearing assistance receivers are also available from the
ushers. Please note: if your personal hearing device has a T-Coil there are
Hearing Loops in the Sanctuary and Parish Hall.
Although masks are no longer mandated, we encourage you to make an
individual choice whether or not to wear a mask, and further ask that you be
respectful of the personal space and comfort level of those around you.
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CALL TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE

The Carillon

Dialogue – Mass for the Parishes

François Couperin

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination
Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for
his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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HYMN #771 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
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GLORIA

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light
of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may
be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram
said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me
no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word
of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your
very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said
to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. The Word of the Lord. Thanks
be to God.
ANTHEM

Can You Count the Stars?

Cantors

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was
made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was
called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set
out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land
he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to
the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself
was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore
from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.” All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but
from a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it
clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land
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that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it
is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)

Cantor Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord
is coming. Repeat antiphon
GOSPEL Luke 12:32-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near
and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them
so, blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be
broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Ben Nickodemus
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HYMN OF THE DAY #764 Have No Fear, Little Flock (please stand)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith using the words of
the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (please be seated)
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
OFFERING
You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion.

OFFERTORY
From All the Earth Send Up the Song!
OFFERTORY RESPONSE (please stand)
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Weaver/Pasch

Cantors

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, Holy God, through Christ our
Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and, as he had promised, poured
out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen disciples. At this the whole
earth exults in boundless joy. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen. (please be seated)
COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS & DISTRIBUTION
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LAMB OF GOD

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
OUR LIFE TOGETHER
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
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HYMN #679 For the Fruit of All Creation
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
We invite you to remain seated through the voluntary; however, if you choose to depart, we
kindly ask you to do so in silence.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY Offertoire – Mass for the Parishes François Couperin
The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress,
reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live
stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License. Mathis Canticles © Oxford
University Press reprinted through One License.

Today’s Cantors: David Gustafson & John Shields
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Central Lutheran Staff

Church Council Members

Pastor Laurie A Jones
pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org
mobile: 206-354-6756

Jean Clancey, President
clanceyhome@pacinfo.com

Pastor Ben Nickodemus
pastorben@welcometocentral.org
mobile: 208-290-1165
Deacon Clare Josef-Maier
Minister to Christus House/
Campus Ministry
deaconclare@welcometocentral.org
Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
Organist/Choirmaster
aesc@welcometocentral.org
Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Associate Organist/Children’s Music
lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com
Kristi Hoiland, Parish Administrator
info@welcometocentral.org
Cindy Culpepper, Financial Manager
cindy@welcometocentral.org
Crystal Miller, Minister to Children, Youth
& Families for Central, United & Emmaus
crystal@unitedlutheran.org
Thomas Stine, Video & Tech Support
Beth Trower, Video & Tech Support

Debbie Knebel, Vice President
knebels@gmail.com
Jack Bennett, Secretary
jbennett@uoregon.edu
Charlotte Bontrager, Treasurer
charlotte.bontrager@gmail.com
Ron Fenchak
rfenchak@comcast.net
Matt Haugen
Matthewhaugen65@gmail.com
Howard Kallinen
hkallinen@msn.com
Jill Liedtke
jill.liedtke@gmail.com
Chuck Swenson
chuckandmarla@yahoo.com
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