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All Saints Day  

Service of Remembrance  
November 1st at 5pm 

Central’s Memorial Courtyard 
 

To commemorate All Saints Day, we will gather in  
the Courtyard to remember the lives of all of our  
beloved siblings in Christ who have joined the Church  
triumphant since last All Saints Day, as well as all of 
the dearly departed saints of every time and place. 
Plan to join us (rain or shine).   



FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR LAURIE 
 

The church of Christ in ev’ry age beset by change, but Spirit led,  
must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.  
                                                                      (ELW Hymn #729, v.1)  

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

I’m writing this shortly after the worship services on Reformation Sunday and my heart is full. 
What a joy it was to have the gathered community join me in welcoming seven new members into 
our family of faith at the 8:30 service and then to distribute Bibles to thirteen of our children and 
youth at the 11:00 service. In spite of missing so many of our faith family due to illness, including 
Pastor Ben, in spite of missing those who are currently traveling, and in spite of a faulty sound  
system (we’re calling in the pros to have that looked at, by the way), what an uplifting morning it 
was to be together to confess our sins and be reminded of God’s forgiveness, to lift up our voices 
and sing praises to God, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, and then to go 
out in peace to serve the Lord!    
 

Too often the message I’m hearing in Lutheran circles these day is more of a lament. It sounds 
something along these lines: “The Church is dying,” followed by a heavy sigh! There’s a sense of 
doom and gloom as if it’s only a matter of time before we’ll be shuttering our doors for good, not 
on account of a global pandemic, but rather because there won’t be anyone left to carry on the 
work of ministry.   
 

Personally speaking, I think it’s high time we share stories that actually counter that narrative. For 
500 years and counting we Lutherans have been part of Christ’s body, the Church, a “Reforming 
Church,” continuously adapting to the many challenges and obstacles along the way. Yet, together 
we’ve built and supported preschools, primary schools, secondary schools, colleges, & seminaries. 
We’ve created outdoor ministries where people of all ages can discover the beauty of nature and 
our interconnectedness. We’ve built hospitals for the sick and care centers for the aged. We’ve  
provided counseling services for those who are grieving as well as for those experiencing trauma. 
We’ve orchestrated adoptions for orphaned children, resettled refugees fleeing unsafe conditions, 
provided shelter for neighbors without homes, fed those who were hungry, visited those in prison 
and been there for people in communities devastated by floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, mudslides, 
fires, and other disasters.  
 

This is the Church we are a part of, the body of Christ. Here at Central we are a faith community 
seeking to love God and one another; nurture faithful living, serve those in need, and share the 
gospel. And there are signs of health and vitality at Central, as well as alongside our partners, 
United and Emmaus, with whom we share Children, Youth, and Family ministry, Campus Ministry, 
and other outreach ministries.   
 

So, rather than lamenting the decline of the Church, might we instead focus our attention on what 
God is up to…and what the Spirit is doing in and through us, and even, dare I say, in spite of us. 
Let's celebrate that we are a living, breathing Spirit-filled community, alive in Christ!  
 

In Christ’s Abiding Love,  
Pastor Laurie 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR BEN 

“Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, 
for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another.” 1 Thessalonians 4:9 
 

Dear family of God at Central, 
 

This month we have begun an emphasis on Stewardship leading to a commitment Sunday,  
November 20. From my understanding, we have not done a commitment Sunday at Central in 
some years. We are doing so this year for a few reasons. The first is tied to the financial realities 
we are facing as you can see in the finance committee’s letter at the end of this newsletter. The 
second, though, is far more central to who we are as a community of faith. This fall, we have had 
the theme of (Re)Engagement. Coming out of the pandemic when so much slowed or stopped, 
we have, starting with our program year in September, made the commitment that we are fully 
back together as a community in our new normal (whatever that might mean). Some of us still are 
not yet able to be together in person, some are ready to be there, and some have been longing 
for this for some time. All together in every space of life, we as a church are stepping forward and  
engaging one another in community. We aim to collect our sense of ourselves, our sense of our 
community, and our sense of our mission as a community of Christ. We look to engage one  
another in very many ways. We are looking to revitalize ministries that have slowed, to encourage 
ministries that are maintaining and growing, and to inspire new ministry opportunities.  
 

Therefore, this upcoming Commitment Sunday, we are going to be doing something that  
probably has not been done in many years. You will present at the altar your commitment card. 
On one side will be a place where you can indicate your financial commitment to our church and 
ministries. We ask you to prayerfully consider what that commitment can be. This is probably  
familiar to you for a commitment Sunday. On the other side, though, will be a place to make a  
different kind of commitment – what you will commit to doing to engage with others this coming 
year. You might commit to engaging with a particular ministry team, you might commit to attend-
ing service more frequently, you might commit to telephoning some of those you are close to but 
are not as connected to as you had been, it might simply being gracious with caregivers and 
those who come to see you, it might even not be about Central Lutheran at all, but something 
you will do in the larger community. There is no singular way to be engaging with others – we ask 
you to prayerfully consider what will be right for you to commit to engaging in this coming year. 
It is your chance to write out and place at the altar a new way you are going to serve God.  
 
 

Finally, it is important that you know that no one will read these commitment cards. This  
commitment Sunday is not going to be used to collect data on you on how much we are  
collectively going to receive in order to plan for our budget or how to recruit people for new  
ministries. Instead, the envelopes that are placed at the altar will be shredded and never viewed. 
This is your chance to make a commitment known only to you and God. I believe this congrega-
tion is full of incredibly dedicated servants of God who love and care deeply for our community. 
The fact that we have engaged as much as we have throughout the pandemic shows how deeply 
committed we are to one another and to serving God. We pray, therefore, that this commitment 
Sunday is another way of allowing that grace that we receive to pour out upon others in this place 
and beyond.  
 

Thanks be to God, 
Pastor Ben 
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Highlights from Church Council 
(Full Church Council Minutes are available upon request at info@welcometocentral.org) 

 

Church Council met Oct 19, 2022 

Treasurer’s Report (see last page) 

Action Items:  
 Council approved a motion that Council recommend to the congregation at its January  

semi-annual meeting a revision to Deacon Clare Josef-Maier’s call. Council recommends 
that 1/4 time FTE of Deacon Clare's call be reassigned from congregational pastoral  
support to the CUE (Central, United, Emmaus) collaborative ministry, to be affirmed by 
congregational vote in January. Pending the congregational vote, Council approved a  
motion for temporary approval so that Deacon Clare can begin acting in this capacity  
immediately. 
 

 Explanation: This revision comes at Deacon Clare’s request. United Lutheran has voted to 
contribute to the cost of this 1/4 time FTE at $10,000/year. The 1/4 time FTE Deacon Clare 
served previously at Central has been covered by the addition of an Associate Pastor and 
this is a new opportunity to serve in new ways. As this is a revision to Deacon Clare’s call,  
it will come to a formal congregational vote in January. This revision is only related to the 
1/4 FTE of Deacon Clare’s position. Deacon Clare’s 1/2 time FTE to Christus House and 
Campus Ministry remains unchanged. Deacon Clare will present a full picture of this new 
role at the congregational meeting.   

 

 Council approved the recommendation of the Personnel and Policy Committee to  
 provide Pastor Laurie a sabbatical for 3 months next summer (5/29/2023 - 8/26/2023).  
 Central Lutheran's Employee Handbook states that clergy under call may be granted up  

to a 3-month sabbatical at full compensation after 5 years (Pastor Laurie has now served  
6 years at Central). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To our new members who joined Central Lutheran on October 30th: 
 

Barbara Bergersen, Alyse Jamieson, Libby Kelly,  

Jeanne & Jim Savage, and Susan & Ray Ward.  

mailto:info@welcometocentral.org
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Good Soil Campus Ministry Updates 
 

“The past three years in [Christus House] have been something for which I'll be eternally grateful. 
Despite the dirty dishes, the leaky pipes, and the occasional household drama, this community 
has been something I wouldn't have traded for the world...I'm off to new and different  
opportunities, and new communities where I can hope to feel as valued and supported as I have 
been here. (If I can't find one, then I'll make one!) If I could ask one thing before I left, it would be 
for you all to not take this space for granted. You have the opportunity here to learn what it 
means to be part of something larger than oneself. Do not squander such a gift!” - Excerpt from a 
note left to the Christus House community by a graduating resident, Summer 2022. 
 
Campus ministry is an incredibly valuable and vital ministry of the Church, and Central Lutheran  
is on the ground supporting it. The Christus House community of 2022-23 gathered the last 
weekend of September at Camp Lutherwood for their Fall Retreat, learning, worshiping, and  
enjoying the campfire together. This Fall, their community nights are anchored in Living in  
Community: Cultivating Practices that Sustain Us, taking deep dives into gratitude, promise-
keeping, truthful living, and hospitality. This community—UO and LCC, graduate and under- 
graduate students, as well as students of various nationalities, is learning daily what it means  
to be part of something larger than themselves from a Christian theological perspective.  
 
Hearth & Table, our weekly community kitchen and meal for food-insecure students,  
especially extends these values of gratitude and hospitality. This last week of October, students 
enjoyed a delicious meal of Chickpea and Butternut Squash Stew with Lemon and Tahini over 
Rice and a Balsamic Berry Crisp. The meal is prepared by Chef Ryan and a rotating team of  
student volunteers who learn from him each week, and is served to both on-site and takeaway  
student diners, averaging 50-70 meals per week. This ministry is in partnership with FOOD for 
Lane County and with support from the UO Basic Needs Program and UO Duck Corps (student 
volunteer teams who volunteer weekly on a term basis - this wonderful crew helps us with  
distribution and clean-up every week!). 
 
With these stable foundations, we hope to be always expanding and vitalizing what is possible.  
In September, the Central Council (which acts as the Board for campus ministry to UO and LCC)  
approved the formation of a new Committee structure for campus ministry to advise the Council 
with recommendations related to the ministry. This Committee will help continue to steer and 
support the mission and vision of campus ministry to UO and LCC students in the years ahead, 
and will include voices from Central, United, Emmaus, and the campuses themselves.  
 
Reach out to Deacon Clare anytime with questions about campus ministry at her new email  
address: clare@begoodsoil.org. Thank you to all our Central members and friends for your  
support of campus ministry! 
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A New Photo Directory is in the works,  
but your help is still needed!  

First, in order to ensure we have your current contact information in our church’s database, 

we are asking everyone to fill out a brief questionnaire. You can complete the questionnaire 

online at bit.ly/clcdirectory or by using the QR code (see below). Alternately, you can call 

Kristi in the church office during the week (541-345-0395) to double-check that the  

information we have for you and your household is correct.  

Second, we are collecting photos of members and friends of Central for inclusion in the 

new directory. You can send a high resolution digital file (jpeg or png) of yourself and your 

household via email kelly@welcometocentral.org. Or, if you prefer, let us know and we will 

have someone available to take your picture before or after worship in the coming weeks.  

 

Hold your smartphone’s camera up to the code, as if you are going 

to take a picture of it. A link will appear on the phone screen. 

Touch the link and it should take you directly to the form. 

 

A Message from the Stewardship Ministry Team 
Commitment Sunday, November 20 

Serve, Give - Why? 
 

We are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus. We are called to serve by: 

 sharing the Gospel 
 preaching and teaching 
 praying for others 
 serving those in need 
 ministering to students on campus  
 supporting others in times of need 
 feeding the homeless and food-challenged  
 pursuing justice for all people 
 and many other ways. 
 

We can not all personally serve in every way, but we can serve through financial support of the 
ministries others can do. Shortly, you will receive a personal card from the Stewardship  
Ministry Team asking you to write down how you plan to serve and what you can financially offer 
to support the mission and ministries of Central and the larger church.  
 

On Commitment Sunday—November 20th—you will be invited to place these cards at the altar. 
However, no one will read or see your responses (after worship the cards will be shredded). Rather, 
this is your personal and private commitment to God. Give it prayerful thought, then bring the card 
to worship with you, and place it at the altar as your offering to God!  
 

http://bit.ly/clcdirectory
mailto:kelly@welcometocentral.org
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
 

The Men’s Bible Study is meeting weekly on Wednesdays at The Original Pancake 
House, 782 Broadway, Eugene at 8:00 AM. Newcomers are always welcome. For 
more information contact Chuck Dietz (cdietz41@gmail.com).  

 

PASTORS BIBLE STUDY  
 

All are welcome to join Pastor Laurie and Pastor Ben on Wednesdays at 11am  
via Zoom as we study the readings for the upcoming Sunday. No preparation  
needed. Click here for the Zoom link.  

 
 

WOMEN’S PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY   

The Women's Prayer and Bible Study group meets weekly on Thursdays at 11am 
via Zoom using the Bible study guides found in the ELCA’s Gather Magazine. For 
more information contact Betsy Berg (rb24@aol.com). Newcomers are always 

welcome!   

Special Presentation on  
Art and Faith 

Tuesday, Nov. 8 at 6pm 
 

Please join us for a special  presentation by Pastor Joel  
Nickel on Art and the Church looking at the historical basis 
for a Lutheran aesthetic and contemporary art for Word,  
Baptism, & Eucharist. This will  be 

an engaging discussion of the way art and faith intersect in a specific  
Lutheran context.. Pastor Nickel is a retired pastor who now is a full-time 
artist who seeks to bring together the visual and verbal, image and text, 
graphics and speech, art and the spiritual in his work—a merger of  
intuition, imagination and logic (he made the pectoral cross Pastor Ben 
wears on Sundays). Pastor Joel will bring many of his pieces with him to 
display. This will be an excellent conversation about art and our identity 

and a good introduction to our upcoming Chi Rho lectures which will 
feature art and faith. Plan to be there!  

mailto:cdietz41@gmail.com
mailto:pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org?subject=Send%20me%20the%20Zoom%20Link%20for%20Bible%20Study
mailto:rb24@aol.com?subject=Women's%20Bible%20Study
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ADDRESS CHANGES  

 
Charlotte Bontrager 

520 Mar Loop   Eugene OR  97401 
 

Central’s Quilters at work!  

On Sunday, October 16th, the sancturary was adorned with these beautiful hand-crafted quilts 
as we blessed the bounty of many hours of hard work by our quilting group. After worship, 
many hands made light work, as the quilts were packed in boxes donated by Olsson Electric, 
then driven in a rented U-Haul by David Rodgers and John Shurson to St. Andrew’s Lutheran 
in Beaverton, where they were loaded into a container to ship to Lutheran World Relief in 
Maryland. From there they will be distributed to those in need both domestically and abroad. 
These quilts will provide warmth and joy in ways we cannot imagine. Thanks to all of our 
quilters! This is an example of living our mission of being Christ’s hands and feet...by serving 

 

The Happy Quilters (left to right): 
 

Joyce Hansen, Jill Liedtke, Kelly Brown,  
Becky Surmon,  Sally Diehm, Merrily Sutton 

(not pictured: Bonnie Betts, Marilyn Scharen,  
Shirley Watson, Maggie Yoder) 

 

Blessed be the memories of our quilters who now rest from their labors: 
Helen Knebel and Ellen Rasmussen  



Page 9 

 

The CLC Book Club will meet via ZOOM on Monday, Nov. 14, 
2022, at 7:00pm to discuss The Ragged Edge  of Night  by Olivia 
Hawker. This historical novel is “about extraordinary hope,  
redemption, and one man’s search for light during the darkest times 
of World War II in Germany, 1942. Franciscan friar Anton Starzmann 
is stripped of his place in the world when his school is seized by the 
Nazis. He relocates to a small German hamlet to wed Elisabeth 
Herter, a widow who seeks a marriage—in name only—to a man  
who can help raise her three children. Anton seeks something too—

atonement for failing to protect his young students from the wrath of the Nazis. But neither he 
nor Elisabeth expects their lives to be shaken once again by the inescapable rumble of war.  As 
Anton struggles to adapt to the roles of husband and father, he learns of the Red Orchestra, an 
underground network of resisters plotting to assassinate Hitler. Despite Elisabeth’s reservations, 
Anton joins this army of shadows. But when the SS discovers his schemes, Anton will embark on a 
final act of defiance that may cost him his life—even if it means saying goodbye to the family he 
has come to love more than he ever believed possible.” (Source: Goodreads) The discussion will 
be led by Gretchen Simas. The ZOOM link will be sent out closer to the meeting date.  
 
New members are always welcome! If you are not on the CLC Book Club email list and would like 
to join the discussion, please email Betsy Berg rb24berg@aol.com.  

 
Looking Ahead: The CLC Book Club will meet via Zoom on Monday, Dec. 12, 2022, at 
7:00pm to discuss any Lord Peter Wimsey mystery by Dorothy L.  
Sayers. The discussion will be led by Ginger Bopp. 
 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 

WE KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS  

Bonnie Betts, Terry Chap, Claudia Hardwick, Dal Haverland,  
Joy Lathrop, Lori Lund, Doug & Jody Martin, Chris Prescott,  
Marni Reinmuth, Alice Rotchstein, Pastor Ben, and all who are 
recovering from Covid.  
 

Click here to submit a prayer request.   
Or, email: prayers@welcometocentral.org.  

 
 

INDIVIDUAL PRAYER 

Individual prayer is available on the first Sunday of the month 
(this month, Nov. 6) directly after the 8:30 service in the chapel. 
You are invited to join one of our prayer ministers there for 
prayer in a one-on-one setting. 

  

mailto:rb24berg@aol.com
mailto:prayers@welcometocentral.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
mailto:prayers@welcometocentral.org


CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES: 
 

Sunday, November 6th: 12pm to 2pm meet at Emmaus—6th to 12th grade  
We will come together to do a door-to-door food drive for the first half of our time 
and the second half we will spend time planning our December service project.  
Pizza and chocolate will be provided.  
 

Sunday, November 13th: 12pm to 2pm meet at Central—6th to 12th grade 
We will come together for some pie making and Thanksgiving fun.  
Lunch will be provided. 
 

Sunday, November 20th: noon to 2pm—2nd to 6th grade  

All kids 2nd to 6th grade are invited to join us at United for pie-making. We will 
each be creating our own pie to take home and share with our families on  
Thanksgiving Day. Please note, that you can freeze the pies for a later date if your  
family will be traveling for the holiday. This means that this activity will work for  
all even if you can't bake the pie on Thanksgiving Day.  
Please let Crystal know by Nov. 13th if you will be joining us. 

Also on Nov. 20th: Advent Kits 

Your family's Advent devotional kits and supplies will be available for pick-up  
following service on Nov. 20th. This is the ideal time to pick them up so you can 
start the activities on Nov. 27th which is the first Sunday of Advent this year. 
 

Christmas Trees (Do you want help setting up your tree this year?) 

Are you someone who loves having a Christmas tree up during Advent but are 
finding it difficult to set up your tree? Our teens would like to help you! A group of 
our CUE teens would like to help members of our CUE congregations by setting up 
their Christmas trees for them. This could mean hauling out your artificial tree and 
fluffing it up or bringing a small Douglass fir to your home. If this is a service that 
you would find beneficial and would like to set up a time for our teens to come to 
your place please let Crystal know. Call/text: her at 503.320.4055 or email 
(crystal@unitedlutheran.org). 

TOGETHER TUESDAYS CONTINUE!!!  
 

Join us for Together Tuesdays for a simple supper starting at 5:15pm, followed by 
Music Together, Children’s Choir, and Adult Education from 6-6:45pm.  
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Central Lutheran CHURCH 

A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

1857 Potter Street  Eugene  97403 

541-345-0395 ~~ 541-345-2499(Fax) 

 

Website: www.CONNECTTOCENTRAL.org 
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Central's Financial Standing and Ask for Support 

Now that we are two months away from the end of 2022, the Finance Committee reports we have 
not yet met our budget goals for the year. Looking at our monthly income, there has not been a 
month in which we have met our full budgeted amount. This is particularly true in monthly  
offerings. Other income such as rent, grants and specific contributions have helped make up some 
of the deficit but not all. We are doing somewhat well in staying below budget with our expenses 
by being prudent where we can. However, the lower-than-budgeted expenses are not enough to  
offset the income shortfall. If our income and expenses continue on in the same manner for the 
rest of the year, we could end up with a deficit of $51,000 or more. This takes into account the  
carryover from 2021. Please consider making a financial donation to Central through a gift or 
monthly contribution. And THANK YOU for the support you have already given. If you have  
questions or concerns about the church budget please reach out to Charlotte Bontrager (charlotte 
bontrager@gmail.com) Church Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Committee.     

     Central Lutheran Church 

Jan-Sept 2022 Income:Expense to Budget - Jan-Sept 2021 Income:Expense  
Summary 

     

 Jan-Sept 2022 YTD 2022 Budget Variance to Budget Jan-Sept 2021 

Regular Envelopes $401,158.41 $468,747.00  $ (67,588.59)  $ 396,818.81 

Other Offerings          4,530.74          4,500.00  $          30.74  $        873.10 

Holiday Offerings          9,154.00          7,450.00  $     1,704.00  $     5,590.00 

Other Income         59,458.51        17,003.84  $   42,454.67  $   90,283.65 

Departmental Income         73,288.07        91,336.93  $(18,048.86)  $   62,955.73 

Total Income  $547,589.73  $589,037.77   $ (41,448.04)  $ 556,521.29 

Total Expenses  $596,486.22  $620,778.50  $ 24,292.28)  $ 569,332.76 

YTD Net Income  $(48,896.49)  $(31,740.73)  $ (17,155.76)  $(12,811.47) 

Prorated carryover-Previous Year  $  28,633.50  $ 28,633.50                  -  $   46,000.53 

Net after carryover applied  $(20,262.99)  $ (3,107.23)  $ (17,155.76)  $   33,189.06 

mailto:charlottebontrager@gmail.com
mailto:charlottebontrager@gmail.com

