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Welcome to Central! 

 

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Oregon Synod and the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, is a Reconciling in Christ 

community. We affirm that Christ has made us one body with many 

members, all sharing in God's wondrous grace and unconditional love. We 

celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family. 

Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people, regardless of 

ethnicity, physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or economic circumstance. With welcoming hearts, we 

invite you to join us in worship, education, fellowship, and service.    

 

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one 

another; nurturing faithful living; serving those in need; and sharing the 

Gospel. 

 

A special word of welcome to our guests today: Thank you for joining 

us on this most holy day. If you are a first-time or occasional visitor, we 

invite you to fill out the visitor information card found in the pew rack and 

place it in the offering plate. Parents of young children: We welcome the 

sound of little ones in worship and so we encourage children and parents 

to worship together. However, if it is helpful to you, you are welcome to 

utilize the children’s space located adjacent to the Narthex (entrance) to 

the Sanctuary. Additionally, there are children’s bags and kid’s bulletins 

available in the Narthex. Large print bulletins as well as hearing 

assistance receivers are also available from the ushers. Please note: if 

your personal hearing device has a T-Coil there are Hearing Loops in the 

Sanctuary and Parish Hall. 

 

Although masks are no longer mandated, we encourage you to make an  

individual choice as to whether to wear a mask, and further we ask that you  

be respectful of the personal space and comfort level of those around you. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                The Carillon 

 

PRELUDE      Elegy  William Grant Still 
Still, often referred to as “the dean of African-American composers,” published this 

piece in 1963, likely to honor the life of John F Kennedy. It is chosen today to honor 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, and all who work for peace and justice. 

 

WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 

who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 

and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which 

you took delight. 

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through 

the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your 

Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and 

your Word you claim us as your beloved children, making us heirs of your 

promise and servants of all. 

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise 

you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and 

renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN #308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! (please stand)  
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold 

us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully 

serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

ANTHEM (8:30)                We Are Singing, a Zulu song Chorale 

 

FIRST READING     Isaiah 49:1-7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The 

Lord called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he 

named me. 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand 

he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 3And 

he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I 

said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my cause is with the Lord, and my reward with my God.” 5And 

now the Lord says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring 

Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored 

in the sight of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— 6he says, “It 

is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 

Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the 

nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 7Thus says the 

Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, 

abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the Lord, who is 

faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM (11:00)    I Want to Walk as a Child         Cantor 
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SECOND READING     1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 

brother Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in 

every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 

ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 

give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ 

has been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 

gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 

of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand) 

 
CANTOR:  “In the | Word was life,* and the life was the light | of all people."   

Assembly repeats Antiphon. 
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GOSPEL   John 1:29-42 

The Gospel according to John, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I said, 

‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I 

myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 

he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did 

not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He 

on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with 

the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 

Son of God.” 35The next day John again was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the 

Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What 

are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 

Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They 

came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It 

was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John 

speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found 

his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is 

translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 

said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 

translated Peter). The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                               Deacon Clare Josef-Maier  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  #715 Christ, Be Our Light (please stand) 
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NICENE CREED 

     With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 

from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 

PEACE    

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

(8:30) OFFERING  Lamb of God    Christensen Chorale 
 

You may place your offering in the plates as you come forward for communion. 
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Text: Brian Wren; Tune: Regents Square) 

   Praise the Lover of Creation, Praise the Spirit, Friend of Friends,  

   Praise the true Beloved, our Savior, Praise the God, who makes and mends,  

   Strong, surrendered, many-splendored, Three whose Oneness never ends. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Creator God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 

first given us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Bless these gifts for the sake of him who offers himself to us 

through this simple meal of bread and wine. Strengthen us, through this meal, 

in faith toward you and in fervent love for one another. We ask this through 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our 

Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 

that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with 

the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn:      
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SANCTUS 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you 

gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but 

have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared 

for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that 

we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 

supper. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. (please be seated)   
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 

abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. Amen. 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

BENEDICTION (please stand) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN #547 Send Forth by God’s Blessing  
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 

 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY    Swiss Noel Louis Daquin 

 
The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 

reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission to live-

stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.   

 

(11:00) Cantor: Alyse Jamieson  

 

Welcome home Jenny & Bill Seagren and thank you for sharing with us 

this morning about your time serving as missionaries in Prague. We hope 

you’ll join us in the Library following the early service to hear more. 

Jenny, who grew up at Central, is the daughter of Gwen & Mike Acker.    

 

Mark your calendar: Our semi-annual meeting will be held on Sunday, 

January 29th between services in the Parish Hall. Ministry Teams and 

Committees reports are due to the church office Friday, January 20.  

Please email to Kristi (info@welcometocentral.org).  

 

Together Tuesdays begin with a simple supper served from 5:15-

6:00pm, followed by Music Together, Children’s Choir, and Adult 

Education from 6:00-6:45pm. All are welcome! 

 

A word of welcome and invitation to our guests: If you would like to 

find out more about the teachings of the Lutheran Christian faith and/or 

how you might engage more fully in our life together at Central, we invite 

you to contact Pastor Laurie or Pastor Ben. 

 

Thank you for your faithful and generous support of our shared mission 

and ministry.     

 

mailto:info@welcometocentral.org


Central Lutheran Staff   

Pastor Laurie A Jones 

pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org 

mobile: 206-354-6756 
 

 Pastor Ben Nickodemus 

pastorben@welcometocentral.org   

mobile: 208-290-1165  
 

Deacon Clare Josef-Maier 

Minister to Christus House/ 

Campus Ministry  

clare@begoodsoil.org 
 

   Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook  

 Organist/Choirmaster 

 aesc@welcometocentral.org  
 

Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers 

Associate Organist/Children’s Music 

lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com 
 

   Kristi Hoiland, Parish Administrator 

info@welcometocentral.org  
 

Cindy Culpepper, Financial Manager 

cindy@welcometocentral.org 
 

Crystal Miller, Minister to Children, Youth  

& Families for Central, United & Emmaus 

crystal@unitedlutheran.org 
 

Thomas Stine, Video & Tech Support    

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Members 
Jean Clancey, President 

clanceyhome@pacinfo.com 

 

Debbie Knebel, Vice President 

knebels@gmail.com 

 

Jack Bennett, Secretary 

jbennett@uoregon.edu 

 

Charlotte Bontrager, Treasurer 

charlotte.bontrager@gmail.com 

 

Ron Fenchak 

rfenchak@comcast.net 

 

Matt Haugen 

Matthewhaugen65@gmail.com 

 

Howard Kallinen 

hkallinen@msn.com 

 

Jill Liedtke 

jill.liedtke@gmail.com 

 

Chuck Swenson 

chuckandmarla@yahoo.com 
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