First Sunday of Advent
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Welcome to Worship!

Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus by loving God and one another,
nurturing faithful living, serving those in need, and sharing the Gospel.

Central Lutheran Church, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and the Oregon Synod, is a Reconciling in Christ community: We affirm
that Christ has made us one body with many members, all sharing in God’s
wondrous grace and unconditional love.

We celebrate both the human variation and inclusive unity of God's family.
Following Jesus' example, we embrace all of God's people, regardless of ethnicity,
physical and mental abilities, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity,
gender expression, economic circumstance, and we firmly commit to racial equity.
With welcoming hearts, we invite you to join us in worship, education, fellowship,
and service.

Central Lutheran Staff

Pastor Laurie A Jones Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
pastorlaurie@welcometocentral.org Organist/Choirmaster

mobile: 206-354-6756 aesc(@welcometocentral.org
Pastor Ben Nickodemus Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
pastorben@welcometocentral.org Assoc. Organist/Children’s Music
mobile: 208-290-1165 lindsey.henriksen@gmail.com
Vicar Joel Timmons Cindy Culpepper
vicar.joel@unitedlutheran.org Financial Manager

ind 1 tocentral.
Crystal Miller, Children/Youth & cindy@welcometocentral.org

Family for Central/United/Emmaus
crystal@unitedlutheran.org

For general messages, email: churchoffice@welcometocentral.org
For prayers requests, email: prayers@welcometocentral.org
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CALL TO WORSHIP The Carillon
PRELUDE Austrian Shepherd Carol Dale Wood
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (please stand as you 're able)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only
you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release
our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and
weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance and teach us to live
in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in your timing, O
God, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in
the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own
righteousness. We are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to
welcome the Savior. Amen.



ENTRANCE CAROL #244 Rejoice, Rejoice Bellevers
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1 Re - joice, re- joice, be - ]n:\-' - ers, and let  your lights ap - pear
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near:
3 The sainls,whohere in pa - lence their cross and  sul - U'nngs bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec -ta - ton, O Je - sus, now ap - pear
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shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is A0 mone

a - nse, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-npight-ed  sphere.

The bride-groom is  a - ms - ing and soon s draw-ing  nigh
The mar- fage feast 5 wail - ing; the pates wide o - pen  stand.
A - rmound the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, o see
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the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets :,-:puf peo - ple  free!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, letus  pray  to the Lord
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Forthe peace of the  whole  world, for the well being of the  Church  of God,
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v ey Lord have mer-cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de- fend us, gra-cious Lord

A - men

The Canticle of Praise is omitted during Advent until we join the angels singing “Glory to
God in the highest" on Christmas.



LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES
The first Advent candle is lit as we sing:

ADVENT CAROL Light One Candle
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1. Lightone can-dle to watchfor Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He _ shallbring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el God ful-fills the prom - ise.
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PRAYER

Let us pray. We praise you, O God for this victory wreath that marks
our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As these candles glow
among us, strengthen our hearts while we await Christ’s coming in
glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors
in need. Grant this through Jesus Christ, whose coming is certain and
whose day draws near. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day
when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will
make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds. “Let us walk
in the light of that Lord now!”

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as
the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, Come, let us go
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion
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shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall
judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gregorian psalm tone 1
PSALM 122 éb}’ o o o .., |

I was glad when they said to | me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
Now our feet are ! standing
within your gates, ' O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a ! city
that is at unity | with itself;
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the | Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ! of the Lord.
For there are the thrones of | judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
Pray for the peace of Je- ! rusalem:
“May they pros- ! per who love you.
Peace be within your | walls
and quietness with- ! in your towers.
For the sake of my kindred and com- ! panions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our | God,
I will seek to ! do you good.”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy ! Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore- | ver. Amen.

ANTHEM (8:30) Creator of the Stars at Night Cantors
ANTHEM (11:00)  Lost in the Night, a Finnish folksong Cantor
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SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives
today in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

During the Gospel Acclamation our children are invited to join Pastor Ben
in the Chapel for a special message. They will return during the sharing of
the peace.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)
Har.ldbells
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Alle-lu-ia.  Al-le-lu-ia. Al - le - lu-ia.
Cantors: Show us your steadfast | love, O Lord, and grant us | your
salvation.



GOSPEL  Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will
bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he
urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the
Son of Man will come unannounced.

The Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] “About that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing
until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming
of the Son of Man. Then two will be 1n the field; one will be taken, and one
will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken,
and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do
not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Laurie A. Jones



CAROL #260 The King Shall Come (please stand)
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2Not as of old a___ lit -tle child, to bear and fight and die,

3 Oh, bright-er than the__ ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to - rious, rose

4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - riousmorn shall dawn up - on  our race

5 King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau - ty brings.
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when beau - ty_ gilds the east-em hills and life to joy a - wakes.

but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the mom-ing sky.

and left the lone - some place of death, de-spite the rageof ~ foes.

the day when Christ in  splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.

Hail, Cﬂrist the Lord! Your peo - ple pray: come quick - ly, Kingof kings.
Lo
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NICENE CREED

With the Church throughout the ages, let us confess our Christian faith
using the words of the Nicene creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will

have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

OFFERING

Thank you for your generous contributions to “Feed the FISH box” these
past several weeks. Today you will have an opportunity to give a monetary
donation to FISH. As you come forward for communion gifts for FISH can
be placed in the basket in front of the chancel steps and regular offerings
can be placed in one of the plates.

OFFERTORY Shepherd’s Pipe Carol Dale Wood

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in
the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may
rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING (please stand as you are able)
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for
the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the
prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
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Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est,

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
& Christ has died. + Christ is risen. *F Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full
of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and

resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May
your Word take flesh in us. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace
on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen. (please be seated)

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION

LAMB OF GOD
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L- ; — “o
. .
@»b cleeses | iiee . Sette
havf: mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way
";‘j" = * e :._' - ¥ o e*%s U E—
the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God,
. IJ — = )
. -“H._\ —

You take away the sin of the world; grant wus peace. A-men.



BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and
gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BENEDICTION (please stand as you're able)
May the Triune God who comes among us, grant you patience in waiting,
peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.

HYMN #248 People Look East (see back page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY The King Shall Come Johnson

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, with permission to reproduce and podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license A-706755. All rights reserved.

Cantors at 8:30: Taylor Hulett & John Shields
Cantor at 11:00: Honora Mathisen-Lund
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HYMN #248 People Look East
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! Peo - ple, look east. The tme iy near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the  watch, When night  is  dim, one more light the
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of the year Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed  there. Give up your strength the sced to  nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing  be - yond the frost - y weath-er,
life  to earth Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim  the hearth and sel the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow'r may flour - ish. Peo-ple, look
bright as sun and moon o - geth - er. Peo-ple, look

with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo- ple. look
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east, and sing to - day— Love. the Rose, is on way.

east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on thc way

east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the way

!
*-“:1-
ju
e
ﬁi
_1_ %



